
Engaging Clients, the Courts and 
the Community : Clinical Education 
During Covid-19

Prof. Angela Downes
Prof. Gabriela Sotelo
Experiential Education Department



UNT COL Experiential Education 
Fundamentals
Community Engagement Program
Community Lawyering Center
• Client representation
• Mediations
• Community wide events and info. sessions
Joyce Ann Brown Innocence Clinic
Externship





The Pivot to Remote Clinics
• Community Engagement

-Remote CEP
-Ambassadors Program

• Community Lawyering Center
• Joyce Ann Brown Innocence Clinic



Foster Child Assistance Program

• Pre-Covid 19 and the Pandemic

• Texas statutory timeline on CPS cases

• Dallas County Courts reaction

• Everyone else’s reaction

• The legal system’s reaction

• Give students a seat at the table



Clinic student, Natalie Wise brings home a victory in  CPS hearing

In Experiential Education  students become 
players in the construction of the new virtual 
legal system. 



40 Hour Mediation Training



What’s next ?
Impact of Covid-19

Remote clinical services
Landlord tenant

Family law
Bankruptcy

Consumer law
After protest/ policy change



Student Conversations/ Community Partners



Contact us
Prof. Angela Downes
Angela.downes@untdallas.edu

Prof. Gabriela Sotelo
Gabriela.Sotelo@untdallas.edu

Special thanks to Prof. Jenny Wondracek and the 
Legal Educational Technology Team
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